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Cooperation between individuals with different disabilities 
for the realization of an inclusive society: Hearing-impaired teachers 
in special needs schools for non-hearing impaired students
Miki ISHIKAWA*,   Shota FUJISHIMA**,   Masayuki KUMAI*
ABSTRACT
*Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University
** Miyagi University of Education
　The purpose of the present study was to clarify (a) how hearing-impaired teachers interact with students without 
hearing impairments in schools for special needs education, and (b) the kinds of work-related difficulties they encounter. 
Moreover, ways to improve their working conditions are discussed. Four teachers with hearing impairments were 
interviewed to reveal their work-related difficulties in schools for students with intellectual disabilities in Y prefecture. 
The results revealed that all four teachers used basic aural-oral techniques, but three teachers also used gestures and 
simple sigh language to communicate with the students. Additionally, they encounter difficulties such as difficulty 
communicating with the students, inability to participate in casual conversations between teachers without hearing 
impairments, and insufficient information support at staff meetings. The discussion suggests that hearing-impaired 
teachers and teachers without hearing impairments need to cooperate to improve communication in the schools and 
information support at staff meetings.
Key words:  inclusive society, schools for special needs education, different disabilities, teachers with hearing 
impairments
共生社会の実現に向けた異なる障がいのある人同士の係わり合いについて　―聴覚支援学校以外の特別支援学校で働く聴覚に障がいのある教員を中心として―
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